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Over the past year Western Fair District has made strides towards the continued 
development of our businesses, fulfilling our mandate and making a positive impact on 
the communities, industries and people that we serve as an organization.
 
Western Fair Association was incorporated as an agricultural society in 1867 and has 
recently been rebranded as Western Fair District. As a progressive agricultural society 
Western Fair District supports the ongoing development of the agriculture industry 
through shows, events, investment in agricultural programming and promotion of its 
value to the urban community.
 
Western Fair District has grown as an event centre and regional entertainment 
destination over the past years. Launching new events, such as Trackside Music Festival, 
London Dairy Congress, Oktoberfest and the Southwestern Ontario Home Show Series. 
We have also been host to major national and international events in London, including 
the World Clydesdale Show, Canadian Country Music Awards events and National and 
International Ringette Championships, to name a few.
 
As an organization, employee and community engagement is also at the core of what 
we do. As an inclusive corporate citizen, we support our diverse community through 
corporate volunteerism and community investment. Our contribution to the community 
also extends through our businesses’ impact on the local and regional economies. A 
recent economic impact study commissioned by Western Fair District and conducted 
by KPMG revealed that the activities of Western Fair District contribute more than 
$196.1 million annually in gross domestic product to Ontario.
 
This report shares the various ways that Western Fair District is ‘Making an Impact’ on 
the community, economy, industries and most importantly the people that it serves. 

MESSAGE FROM OUR CEO

Hugh Mitchell
Chief Executive Officer
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Total Annual WFD 
Economic Impact 

FTE: Full Time Equivalant
GDP: Gross Domestic Product

$137.8M



OUR VISION
Creating unique experiences that build positive 
memories.

AGRICULTURE PURPOSE STATEMENT
Western Fair District will be a leader of Canadian 
Agriculture Societies supporting the agricultural 
community with programming and facilities that help 
meet the business needs of this sector while at the same 
time providing innovative educational experiences for 
today’s consumer.

OUR MISSION
Western Fair District is an Agricultural Society that, 
through its people, activities and facilities, excels in 
creating unique experiences that fulfill the evolving 
entertainment, recreational and educational interest of 
our customers.

OUR PRINCIPLES
•  As a progressive AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY, the 

Western Fair Association supports the ongoing 
development of the agricultural industry and promotes 
its value to the urban community.

•  As a unique and diverse EVENT CENTRE, the 
Western Fair Association strives to be an innovative 
leader, delivering the highest standards of customer 
experience in its event planning, development and 
operation.

•  As a responsible, respectful and inclusive EMPLOYER, 
the Western Fair Association undertakes human 
resource policies and practices within a safe work 
environment that are equitable, support the 
development of the individual and encourage 
employee input.

•  As a vibrant COMMUNITY-BASED ORGANIZATION, 
the Western Fair Association resolves to be a valued 
and inclusive corporate citizen in the communities it 
serves.

•  As an established BUSINESS, the Western Fair 
Association manages its resources and affairs with 
integrity and financial responsibility to ensure 
the autonomy and the long-term viability of the 
organization.

ABOUT



Annual Fair
As one of the oldest and 
largest annually recurring 
events in London, the fair 
is a major attraction to the 
city. With a $9 million visitor 
impact the Fair continues 
to evolve to meet the 
entertainment, recreational 
and educational interests 
of our customers while 
providing opportunities for 
rural and urban communities 
to connect.

Agriculture
Through programming and 
facilities Western Fair District 
helps meet the business 
needs of the agricultural 
sector while at the same 
time providing innovative 
educational experiences for 
today’s customer. Events, 
such as the largest indoor 
spring farm show in eastern 
Canada, help contribute 
to the economic impact 
Western Fair District’s shows 
and events have on Ontario 
annually.

The Raceway
The Raceway at Western Fair 
District hosts an average of 
125 race dates annually and 
is considered a ‘signature’ 
racetrack for Standardbred 
horse races.The Raceway, 
which has been open for 
night time harness racing in 
London since 1961, is part of 
the Standardbred Alliance, 
which started in 2014. With 
over 50,000 annual visitors 
and 1,220 races The Raceway 
has a $47.1 million total GDP 
impact annually.

Shows
Western Fair District operates 
a variety of entertainment 
events, consumer and trade 
shows year-round in the 
Metroland Media Agriplex. 
These shows and events 
draw visitors from across the 
continent and have a $23.9 
million total GDP impact.

Sports Centre
Western Fair District’s Sports 
Centre is an internationally 
competitive, state-of-the-art 
multi-use facility. The 160,000 
square foot Sports Centre is 
a number-one tournament 
facility in the province and 
hosts regional, national 
and international events 
generating a $58.1 million 
total GDP impact in Ontario 
annually.

Gaming
Western Fair District 
continues to work 
collaboratively with the OLG 
which is a 24-hour operation 
running 364 days a year. The 
OLG Slots at Western Fair 
District contributed a total 
GDP impact of $50.1 million 
annually.

Awards
Western Fair District is an 
award winning regional 
entertainment destination. 
The events and activities of 
Western Fair District have 
won recognition from top 
international bodies including 
the International Association 
of Fairs and Expositions, 
Festivals and Events Ontario, 
Canadian Association of 
Fairs and Exhibitions, and the 
London Hospitality Awards..

Partnerships
Western Fair District works 
closely with a variety of 
business and community 
partners to bring to life 
events such as Trackside 
Music Festival and the 
annual Western Fair. 
Community partnerships 
with organizations such as 
The Grand Theatre and 
Growing Chefs! Ontario have 
also developed important 
collaborative relationships 
with Western Fair District.

Community 
Involvement
As a valued and supportive 
corporate citizen Western 
Fair District continues to 
prioritize supporting the 
diverse community that it 
serves. Programs such as the 
Community Access Program, 
Employee Days of Caring 
and Day of Dreams hosted at 
the annual Western Fair help 
Western Fair District support 
and invest in the community.

Also at Western 
Fair District
Western Fair District also 
participates in the operation 
of additional businesses. 
The Farmers’ and Artisans’ 
Market, Yuk Yuk’s Comedy 
Club, facility rentals and the 
continued investment in its 
site also make significant 
contributions to Western Fair
District’s economic impact.

WESTERN FAIR DISTRICT AT A GLANCE





Western Fair District operates a variety of entertainment 
events and consumer and trade shows year-round in the 
Metroland Media Agriplex. These events draw attendees 
and exhibitors from across the region. With some events 
being a part of Western Fair District for over 70 years and 
others in their first year, the show calendar is ever evolving 
to meet the entertainment, recreational and educational 
interests of our customers and community. Over the past 
year some of the events hosted by Western Fair District 
include:

• Oktoberfest

• Wine and Food Show

• London Dairy Congress

• London Farm Show

• Poultry Show

• Beer and BBQ Show

SHOWS
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$23.9M GDP Impact

1,155
Primary Region Served

384



Western Fair District will continue to be a leader 
of Canadian agriculture societies supporting 
the agricultural community with programming 
and facilities that help meet the business needs 
of this sector while at the same time providing 
innovative educational experiences for today’s 
consumer.
 
In order to fulfill the agricultural mission and 
vision of Western Fair District various initiatives, 
from shows to promoting agriculture to youth 
and urban communities, have been implemented 
successfully.
 
In addition to the agricultural trade shows hosted 
by Western Fair District there are also many 
ag-education initiatives facilitated each year. 
These are aimed at promoting the agricultural 
industries’ value to the urban community and 
providing valuable education and experiences to 
a new generation of ag-advocates. Western Fair 
District’s agricultural initiatives reach students 
from elementary school age to those in university 
and college.

Western Fair District made a $30,000 investment 
in Growing Chefs! Ontario to facilitate school-
based programming that will be delivered as 
Western Fair District Presents:  The School Food 
Education Project. This project will serve over 
3,000 students at select schools across London 
and area. Western Fair District and Growing 
Chefs! Ontario hope to see this number increase 
through the partnership. Western Fair District is 
one of the first major London-based organizations 
to support Growing Chefs! Ontario at this level.
 
Also targeting the region’s youth is the annual 
school tour program that takes place during 
the annual Western Fair. The recently expanded 
school tour program provides a fresh and 
entertaining way to educate students through 
a proactive tour program that utilizes novel 
and creative aspects of the Fair’s agricultural 
programming

AGRICULTURE
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Another recent agricultural education 
initiative targeted high school students and 
took place at the Farm Show. Approximately 
300 local high school students took center 
stage as Western Fair District partnered 
with AgScape and highlighted student 
friendly exhibitor booths within the show. 
The displays provided career facts specific to 
the company’s agri-business. The new pilot 
was a joint effort to build agri-food career 
awareness in the next generation.
 
Western Fair District also runs an Agricultural 
Leadership Intern Program every year. 
This program is designed to expand a 
student’s knowledge of the importance of 
agriculture, ag-education programming and 
public service. It also provides learning and 
professional experiences for the intern.



$9M Total Visitor Impact



The annual Western Fair is one of the oldest and largest annually recurring 
events in South Western Ontario.  The event is not only a major entertainment 
attraction for London, but also serves as an important opportunity for regional 
primary agricultural producers to interact with their customers.
 
The Fair attracts visitors from London and its neighbouring counties.  As a part of 
its evolution, it now consists of an expanded number of attractions and events, 
such as:

•  Farm animal display and interaction area for local farmers to educate and bring 
awareness of animal husbandry

• Rides and carnival games

• Entertainment and music

• Competitions

ANNUAL WESTERN FAIR
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The Raceway at Western Fair District hosts 
an average of 125 race dates annually and 
is considered a ‘signature’ racetrack for 
Standardbred horse races.
 
The Raceway, which has been open for 
night time harness racing in London since 
1961, is part of the Standardbred Alliance, 
which started in 2014.

THE RACEWAY
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Unique Starters
M T W T F S S



Annually

$58.1M

959

$54+M Revenues from 
tourism-related activities 

of Out of Town Visitors

M T W T F S S



The Sports Centre at Western Fair District 
is an internationally competitive, state-of-
the-art 160,000 square foot multi-use facility. 
It is known as the number one tournament 
facility in Southwestern Ontario and hosts 
international tournaments and events that 
attract participants and spectators from 
across the continent.
 
Western Fair District continues to attract a 
wide range of high profile and community-
based tournaments  to the Sports Centre. 
This continues to strengthen Western Fair 
District’s support of local events, as well as 
attracting out-of-town teams and attendees 
to the City of London.
 
Significant events hosted at the Sports Centre 
include:

• World Sledge Hockey Championships
• World Figure Skating Championships
• World under19 Ringette Championships

• Provincial Ringette Championships
• Junior B Showcase event
•  Hockey Helps the Homeless and other 

charity events
•  Annual Tournaments for many London and 

area minor sports associations

The Sports Centre is run under a Joint-Venture 
Agreement with the City of London.
Accordingly, the City shares profits with 
Western Fair District generated from events 
and activities at the Sports Centre

OPERATION OF SPORTS CENTRE
As an integral part of the community, the 
Sports Centre also hosts many local events 
such as:

• Healthy ‘N’ Playing Hockey League
• Adult Hockey Leagues
• Youth Leagues and Summer Camps

SPORTS CENTRE
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The OLG Slots at Western Fair District is a 364 
day-a-year, 24-hour daily operation. The OLG 
operates the gaming facility and Western 
Fair District is responsible for the ongoing 
maintenance of the facility. OLG handles all 
gaming revenues and is effectively a tenant 
of Western Fair District. Western Fair District 
continues to work collaboratively with OLG in 
the operation of the facility.

GAMING
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$13.3M Annual OLG 
Payroll of Slots at 

Western Fair District

Days a Year 
Operation
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FARMERS’ AND ARTISANS’ MARKET
Western Fair District is known for the Saturday 
Farmers’ and Artisans Market that offers a 
wide range of artisanal products and seasonal 
ingredients for market-goers.
 
The market aims to be an innovative business 
incubator, a welcoming gathering place, and 
a weekly community tradition. As an integral 
part of the community the market reflects 
Western Fair District’s goal of supporting the 
local economy and building on its agricultural 
roots.

YUK YUK’S COMEDY CLUB
Every Friday and Saturday, Yuk Yuk’s Comedy 
Club at Western Fair District hosts between 
two to four shows over the two nights with a 
lineup of comedians.
 
The comedy club brings regular entertainment 
for customers and hosts a wide range of 
corporate and community events. In addition 
to the weekly lineup of comics the venue also 
serves as a rental option for private functions 
and fundraiser events in the city.

ALSO AT 
WESTERN FAIR DISTRICT

$443K

M T W T F S S



BUILDING RENTALS
Western Fair District’s various buildings 
and venues are rented out for one-time or 
recurring events in the city. Including:
• Corporate conferences
• Consumer and trade shows
• Graduation ceremonies
• Weddings and private events

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
Western Fair District continues to upgrade its 
capital assets to support its mission and vision 
to create unique experiences and positive 
memories. Recently Western Fair District has 
taken on the following site upgrades and 
investments:
• Metroland Media Agriplex upgrade
• Structural repairs to the Grandstand
• Horse Paddock Facade replacement
• Confederation Building roof replacement
• Arts Building Restoration
• Master Site Plan Developments

ADMINISTRATION, FACILITIES AND 
OTHER SUPPORT SERVICES
Western Fair District incurs costs for 
administrative functions that support its 
operation, these functions include:
• Finance and purchasing
• Sales and marketing
• HR and payroll services
• Corporate and operations

$90M invested in the 
District since 2000





Working collaboratively is a large part of the success of Western Fair District. Working 
in partnership with other industry experts allows Western Fair District to evolve and 
continue as a leader in entertainment, sports, music, events, agriculture and the 
community. A number of significant partnerships over the years have resulted in new 
events, awards, community initiatives and the ongoing evolution of Western Fair 
District’s entertainment, recreational and educational offerings. Partners include:

•   Live Nation, Budweiser Gardens and London Music Hall: Trackside Music Festival

•  Spectra by Comcast Spectacor: Exclusive food and beverage provider

• The Grand Theatre: High School Project Sponsorship

•  City of London: 45-year jointly held ground lease, Sports Centre Join-Venture, 
Queens Park redevelopment

•  North American Midway Entertainment: Annual Western Fair

PARTNERSHIPS
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Western Fair District is an award winning 
entertainment district recognized by top regional 
and international bodies.

FESTIVALS AND EVENTS ONTARIO
Top 100 event for:
• London Wine & Food Show
• Annual Western Fair - Level of Distinction

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FAIRS 
AND EXPOSITIONS
•  Awards in Communications, Agriculture and 

Sponsorship

LONDON HOSPITALITY AWARDS
•  Facility of the Year in the Industry Award 

Category

AWARDS
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As a valued and supportive corporate 
citizen Western Fair District continues 
to prioritize supporting the diverse 
community it serves through corporate 
volunteerism and community investment. 
Western Fair District takes pride in its 
caring and compassionate programs 
such as:

•  Employee Days of Caring: Staff 
volunteering for local, provincial and 
national organizations. Annually over 
85 employees contribute 765.5 hours to 
the community

•  Casual for a Cause

•  Living Wage London commitment

•  Day of Dreams: A day dedicated to 
children with special needs at the 
annual Western Fair

•  Community Access Program: A program 
designed to provide free or discounted 
admission for a person with a disability, 
and free admission for one support 
person

•  Regional Enhancement Fund: A fund of 
up to $100,000 annually to be donated 
to not-for-profit organizations and 
charities in Bruce, Grey, Huron, Perth, 
Oxford, Middlesex, Elgin, Lambton, 
Chatham-Kent, and Essex counties

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
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3,188 
CAP Card 
Holders

Community Donations 
and support Funding for 

local projects






