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SIR	  ADAM	  BECK	  
1857-‐1925	  

 
Born in Baden Ontario, Beck moved his cigar-box manufacturing company to 
London in 1885.  In 1902 he was elected mayor of London for a three year term.  
He represented London in the provincial legislative assembly (1902-1919 and 
1923-1925).  A member of the provincial cabinet (1905-1914 and 1923-1925) he 
presided over the enactment of the law establishing the Ontario Hydro Electric 
Power Commission in 1906.  As chairman of that body from 1906-1925, he was 
largely responsible for its successful establishment and growth which led to a 
policy of low-cost electrical distribution to not only the urban areas but also to the 
back roads of rural Ontario.  He was knighted in 1914. 

 
 



Sir Adam Beck 
1857-1925  

Adam Beck was born on the 20th of June, 1857, in the town of Baden, Ontario 
which was founded by his father Jacob B. Beck.  At the age of 14, Adam began 
working in his father’s iron foundry.  After the foundry folded, Adam and his 
brother William went to Galt and opened a lumber veneering and cigar box 
manufacturing firm. Adam moved the business to London, Ontario in 1884 and 
eventually branches opened in Montreal, Toronto and Hamilton. 
In 1898, Adam ventured into politics and unsuccessfully ran as the conservative 
candidate for the Ontario legislature. Four years later in 1902 he was elected as 
mayor of London and as London’s member in the provincial parliament.  He was 
mayor for 3 years and except for 1919-1923 was London’s MLA until his death. 
In 1905, he was appointed a minister without portfolio and in 1906 he introduced 
the bill creating the Hydro Electric Power Commission. 
He resigned from Cabinet in 1914 when Sir James P. Whitney attempted to put the 
$200 million plus Hydro Commission under control of the cabinet.  Beck did, 
however, did manage to maintain the commission’s public ownership. 
Beck became a colonel in the Canadian militia in 1912 and served in WW1 as 
director of remounts, supervising the purchase of horses for the army.  
Adam Beck married Lillian Ottoway in September 1898.  In 1904 their daughter 
Marion, was diagnosed with tuberculosis.  Marion eventually recovered but the 
Becks still decided to establish the Queen Alexandra Sanatorium in Byron to 
ensure the finest available facilities for the treatment of tuberculosis patients.  
Lillian Beck oversaw “Rose Day” in which thousands of roses were sold to raise 
funds for the sanatorium.  In 1909, Beck founded and was elected president of the 
newly established London Health Association which would become University & 
Victoria Hospitals.  In 1914 Lillian became president of the London Red Cross 
Society. 
Both Adam & Lillian Beck were enthusiastic equestrians and participated in 
numerous shows in Canada, the United States and England.  Adam Beck was 
elected director of the National Horse Show Association of America, as well as the 
International Horse Show in London in 1911.  He was master of the fox hounds at 
London Hunt Club from 1897-1922 and promoted the London Jockey Club and the 
London Hunt Club. 
In 1909 Adam and Lillian Beck were presented at court and Adam Beck became 
Sir Adam Beck. 
Adam Beck remained chairman of the Hydro-Electric Power Commission until his 
death on August 15, 1925, four years after Lady Lillian’s death. 



Adam Beck became renowned for his efforts and determination to bring hydro-
electric power from Niagara Falls, to not only the lucrative city markets but 
equally as well to up and down the rural back roads of Ontario.  He was opposed to 
the high rates charged by various private electric companies.  Adam Beck was 
often called “the poor man’s friend “for his efforts to provide cheap electricity and 
to help the sick and destitute.       
To honour the initiatives and accomplishments of Adam Beck and their subsequent 
contributions to the Canadian agricultural community, we induct Sir Adam Beck 
into the Middlesex County Agricultural Hall of Fame. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Herbert Family 
(Bill, Ruth & Jack) 

 
In the period between the 1930’s and the late 1980’s, the name Herbert for many, 
was synonymous with success in the standardbred breeding, training and racing 
industry across North America.  From their “Long Lane Farm” located just 
outside of Lambeth, the Herbert’s (Bill his wife Ruth and son Jack) managed and 
operated a stable and breeding farm that at its height had over 100 horses.   
In recognition of his significant contributions to the sport of harness racing, Bill 
Herbert was elected into the Canadian Horse Racing Hall of Fame. In addition, 
two of the horses the family bred, raised, trained and drove were also inducted into 
the Hall of Fame, Dominion Grattan and Signing Herbert.  Both Bill and Jack 
were inducted into the Western Fair Raceway’s Wall of Fame.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Bill, Ruth and Jack Herbert 

 
For many years, the name Herbert was synonymous with the success in the 
standardbred breeding, training and racing industry across North America.  The 
operation was lovingly managed for many decades by Bill Herbert, his wife Ruth 
and son Jack, all of whom played integral roles in its success. 
Bill, who passed away at 88 in 1987, became involved with horses as a boy and 
once said: “I could look at a horse all day and never grow tired. “  He began his 
career in the sport as a trainer and driver in the 1920’s and quickly became one of 
the most respected horsemen in North America. 
The Herbert’s started naming their horses with their last name during the 1940’s 
and there were hundreds of colts and fillies that carried that moniker and raced 
successfully both in Canada and in the United States. 
To list the horses whose success can be traced to the Herbert’s would take 
considerable paper, but a few of the names include Dominion Gratton, Birdie 
Abbedale, All Right, Tami Herbert, Singing Herbert, Roanie Lee, Dean Herbert, 
The Heiress, Tom Gratton,Trixie G, Tanya Herbert, Tamcee Herbert, Bold 
Herbert, Brisco Herbert, Bobby Herbert, Joe Herbert, Sonny G Herbert, Jack E 
Herbert, Seedling Herbert, Replica Herbert, etc.. 
Their horses set many track and stakes’ records and won many prestigious stakes’ 
events with Jack and Bill often driving against each other in the same races, both 
wearing their distinctive black and white racing colours.  At the height of their 
success, their stable numbered over 100 horses.  
In the 1930’s, they moved from the Niagara Falls area to London, Ontario, where, 
in addition to the Standardbred operation, they operated the Brunswick Hotel for 
more than 30 years.  Not only was it a popular spot to stay for many in the horse 
industry, it was also the site for many of the industry’s meetings over the years.  
The hotel was purchased with the money generated by their top horse Dominion 
Gratton. 
A nurse, Ruth was the head of the obstetrics department at the Chatham General 
Hospital, a position she retired from when she Married Bill.  Her focus then shifted 
to running the hotel and the family’s large horse breeding operation which was 
based on a 100 acre farm just outside of Lambeth.  She would note that her 
experience helping to deliver so many babies prepared her for many years of 
delivering foals. 
In recognition of his significant contribution to the sport of harness racing, Bill 
Herbert was elected in the category of “Builder”, into the Canadian Horse Racing 
Hall of Fame.  In addition, Dominion Gratton and Singing Herbert, two of the 



horses the family bred, raised, trained and drove were also accorded the sports’ 
highest honour with their induction into the same Hall of Fame.  Bill Herbert                                                                                                  
was also inducted to the Western Fair Raceway’s Wall of Fame in 1977 as its 
inaugural inductee. In 1996 Jack Herbert joined his father on that same Wall of 
Fame.   
Following Bill’s death, Ruth donated many of the beautiful trophies that had been 
won by the Herbert horses over the years, to the Canadian Trotting Association 
(now Standardbred Canada).  This impressive display is a lasting testament to the 
significant contributions that the Herbert family had made to the harness racing 
industry and to the agricultural industry in Ontario for over the fifty-year period 
between the 1930’s and the 1980’s.   
Today, in recognition of the contributions made by Herbert family, we induct Bill, 
Ruth & Jack Herbert into the Middlesex County Agricultural Hall of Fame. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Seelster Farms and the Van Bussel Family 
 
 Through innovation and hard work, Seelster Farms is today Canada’s largest 
standardbred breeding operation.  
It all started with a small farm and one retired mare.  That mare was bred and her 
offspring proved to be winners.  Over time, that hobby grew into a thriving and 
successful horse-breeding business.  In recognition of his leadership and 
dedication to the horse racing and breeding industry, Chris Van Bussel, one of the 
driving forces at Seelster Farms, was elected to the Canadian Horse Racing Hall 
of Fame in the “Builder “category.  As well, he has been inducted into the Western 
Fair Raceway’s Wall of Fame. 
For over fifty years, the names Van Bussel and Seelster farms have come to 
represent the best in Canada’s standardbred breeding industry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Seelster Farms & the Van Bussel Family 
 
Frank and Gerarda Van Bussel emigrated from Holland to Canada in 1950. Along 
with their family of 12 children, 4 boys and 8 girls.  Two years later they 
purchased a 50-acre farm which in subsequent years would grow to house 
Canada’s most flourishing standardbred breeding operation. 
This enterprising family established a construction company, Frank Van Bussel 
and Sons Construction, which over the years built numerous schools, community 
complexes and churches across southern Ontario.  On the sideline they began their 
involvement with standardbred horses which over the years grew from a hobby 
into a thriving and successful enterprise. 
Their introduction to harness horses came when Frank purchased a Standardbred 
named Louella Brogue for his children to ride.  After she retired from her riding 
days, the mare was bred to a local stallion, Ideal Song.  The foal that resulted from 
that mating, Sharon Song, proved a success on the racetrack and in the breeding 
shed and became the foundation mare for the fledgling Seelster Farms operation.  
The Seelster name came from their grandfather who used the name for his draft 
horse business in Holland.  
The family gradually built up a broodmare band and then decided to stand a 
stallion at their farm.  The first was Scarlet Wave followed by Goodnuff and 
Tarport Count.  Other stallions were added over the years including Worthy Bowl, 
Armbro Splurge, River Rouge, Cold Comfort and Totally Ruthless.  Their roster 
currently includes the formidable group of Big Jim, Federal Flex, Justice Hall 
Artistic Fella, Holiday Road and the incomparable Camluck. 
It was Camluck who truly put Seelster Farms on the map and made them a leader 
in harness racing throughout the world.  A winner of over one million dollars 
during his racing career, the now 26 year-old son of Cam Fella quickly became the 
leading pacing sire in North America once he was retired to stud.  At this writing 
his progeny have won over $202 million in purses. 
Frank’s son Chris Van Bussel was the leader of the farm for many years, taking 
over the role of farm manager from his father, and he also served in many 
capacities on industry boards.  His sudden death at the age of 61 from a brain 
aneurism in 2002 left his survivors reeling.  But his children and other family 
members have taken up his mission to breed the best harness horse possible and 
have continued to operate the farm with great enthusiasm and professionalism.  For 
many years they also ran the Forest City Yearling Sale in London, Ontario, 
Canada’s premier sale of young harness horses. 
Chris’s daughters Karen Favacho and Anne Straatman, serve as Farm Manager and 
Reproduction Manager respectively, while cousin Tina Marie Howard is the farm’s 
registered veterinary technician.  In addition to operating the farm, they are also 



actively involved in industry associations, giving generously of their time and 
expertise.  
The third generation of Van Bussels has shown they have inherited the love for 
horses and the work ethic required to successfully operate the country’s largest 
Standardbred breeding operation.  Even in these uncertain times, they are still 
striving to produce the best harness horse possible at their picturesque facility that 
has become a shining example of a success in the Standardbred world.  
In recognition of the contributions made by the Van Bussel family to their 
community & to the Canadian agricultural industry, we induct them into the 
Middlesex County Agricultural Hall of Fame. 
 
 


